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Advisory Board

Meeting Minutes

August 11, 2015
Board Members Present: Members present were Gregg Collar (Chairman), Ann Kowalczyk (Secretary/Treasurer), Jan VanDeCarr and Shana Macey. Members present via conference circuit were Diane Browning, Cheryl Hamill, Alicia Sullivan. Others Present: Angelo Rella (TAF Administrator) and Mary Goralski (Senior Fund Analyst).
1. Gregg Collar, Chairperson, called the meeting to order and took a roll call.  A quorum was present and the meeting proceeded. 
2. Gregg welcomed Shana Macey, from Crown Point, and Cheryl Hamill, from AT&T, to the Board.
3. The Board reviewed the minutes of the May 19, 2015 Board meeting.  Hearing no changes, a motion was made by Ann Kowalczyk and seconded by Cheryl Hamill to adopt the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.  
4. Angelo provided a TAF Administrative Expense Summary Report for the months of April 2015 through June 2015.  He told the Board that the Treasurer (Ann Kowalczyk) had reviewed the summary prior to the meeting. There were no significant anomalies in expenses this quarter and TAF is less than 1% over budget. Angelo anticipates that next quarter TAF will be under budget, with more time allocated by TAF staff to the NY State Universal Service Fund. There were no questions. A motion was made by Cheryl Hamill and seconded by Ann Kowalczyk to approve the expense reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.  

5. Angelo provided a TAF status report.  The April 2015 through June 2015 Monthly Assessment Summaries were presented.  The number of companies participating in the TAF has dropped this quarter. This is due to companies going out of business, merging with other companies and the results of TAF revenue reviews which identified companies now under the threshold for participation in the TAF. Angelo also indicated that Lifeline costs rebounded a bit this quarter, after dropping in the first quarter of 2015. There were no questions. A motion was made by Alicia Sullivan and seconded by Cheryl Hamill to approve the reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.
6. Angelo gave an update on Captioned Telephones. There were 1165 Captel phones in use at the end of June 2015 as compared to around 1207 in use at the end of March 2015. There is anecdotal evidence that customers are switching to alternative technologies. Although, Angelo believes that there are a core group of customers who will continue to use landline services in the future.
7. Mary discussed Revenues and Cost Trends. Assessable Revenues continue to decrease. E911 costs remained fairly consistent and TRS Costs are decreasing slightly. Lifeline Costs increased during this quarter, but are not up to the levels they were in January 2015.
8. The Board discussed the current status of the NY State Universal Service Fund. The next billing for NYSUSF will be on or about September 10, 2015 with a due date of October 15, 2015. The billing for 2016 will be determined at a later date, in consultation with NYPSC staff. Currently there are seven companies receiving funds from the NYSUSF. The NYPSC is currently reviewing two mini-rate cases which may add an additional two companies that would be eligible to receive SUSF funding. 
9. There was no NY Public Service Commission update at this meeting.
10. The next regularly scheduled Board meeting will tentatively be on Tuesday, November 3, 2015 in Albany in the TAF of NY Conference Room with a start time of 11AM.

11. There being no other business, Ann Kowalczyk made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Jan VanDeCarr and approved unanimously by the Board.

